eAtrue COPTIE of aPaper 
delivered by .the Duke of Ha= 
milton to ſome of his $ eYUanltes, 
at St James that morning be= 
fore he ſuffred, in the preſence 0 
Doctor Sibbald. 


Know you that are here, to be 


true , and faithfull to me , I will therefoxc-in your hearing , ſay ſome 

what in order to my ſelfe , and to my preſent Condition, and giue 

ou alſo this Copic of it, which ales I am gone may perhaps be 

thought neceſſary to be publiſhed as the laſt teſtimony of my loyaltic to 

my King , for whom I now dyc , and of my affeftion tro my Countrey » for 
the ace ofwhoſe pious , and loyall Comands, I am now to ſuffer. 


That 'Religion hai ahrayes bin yes bin 7 an ſtil is Orthodoxe Lam confident 
no man bp +Tfhall not therefore ks fay much to that Particular, 
onely that T'am of the true refornied Proteſtant Religion y as it is profeſſed 
in the Church of Scotland. | 


I doe take God to witnes , that T haue bin conſtantly a loyall and faith- 
full ſubje&,, and ſeryant to his late Majeſtic ( in | pite of all malice and Ca- 
Jumnic,) I hauc had the honour ſince my Childhood, to attend, and be neare 
him , till now of late, and during all that tyme I obſeryed in him as <mar m 
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yerrues z and as litle vice, asin any man I cycr knew > And 1 date 
A | 


(2.) 


neuer harboured thought of Countenancing Popery in any of his Domi- 
nions , otherwiſe then was allowed by the Lawes of England, and that 
among all his Subje&s , there could not be found a better Proteſtant then 
him ſelfe , And ſurely alſo , he was free from having any intent to exerciſc 
any tyranny , or ry os Power , oucr his Subje&ts , and that he hath beene 
ſo» unfortunate , I rather impute the Cauſe of itto the ſuns of his people, 
then to his owne. 


. For my owne part, I doe proteſt neuer to haue ſwerued from that true 
alleageance . which was due ynto him , and that hath Conſtantly bin paid 
(to my Comfort 1 fpcake it) to his Progenitours,by my Anceſtours for many 
ages without ſpott , or dilhonour , and I hope thall be ſtill by my ſucccſlours 
to his poſterity. 


I doc heartily wiſhwell to , and pray for , his Royall Tfſue , and ſhall dye 
a true, and loyall ſubjc& to his eldeſt ſon Charles the ſecond the vnque- 
ſtionable King by right , of all his Fathers Kingdomes , I hope ( though 
I doe not liue to lee it) that Gods Juſtice and Goodnes will i his owne 
tine cſtabliſh him on rhe throne of his Father, which I doubt not ſome of 
you will ſee cometo paſſe, and 1 am Confidentthar till then , and ſoe long 
as men dcepely plunged in ouilr , and ſelfe Intereſt vſurpe power z and go- 
ucrnment , Thelc Kingdomcs will fall thort cither of Peace , or any other 
permanent happines., 


_— this from my juſt affeQtion to the Royall Race , and much Com- 
paſſion to his Majeſties Subjeas , but not from any Malice,anger,or de- 
ſire of Reuenge , againſt any , for what 1 hauc , or am to ſufter, for 
I forgiuc all men. 


Ir is well knowne what Calumnies , and afperſions haue beene throwne 
ypon me, by men of ſcuerall Partics , and Intereſts y not excepting thoſe 
who would {eeme to carrie much affefion to his late Majeſtic as though 
I had exprefled diſlcruice , or difloyaltic ynto him , the which how mali- 
tious _ oroundles they were I appeale to God , who with my owne Con- 
ſcience :clearely beareth witnes of my innocency therein > And I ſhall beg 
mercic from him to whom I am now to'giue an account of all my thoughts 
and ations , as I haue ſtill had a faithfull , and aloyall heart to my Maſter, 


It hath bin a generall Complaint , that I perſwaded his Majeſtie to paſſe 
the Att for Conyuuing this Parliament , I diſpute not whether the doing of 
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ir at that eime » might haue bin reputed good, or bad , but ſurely it way 
not I that did perliyade it. 


Neither did I atall, deale with his Majeſtic for his Conſcnt to the Bill 
of attainder , for taking away the life of the Earle of Straflord whoſe Orcat 
[parts , and affection , is knowne 1 highly valucd , yet tome have bceue 
{pleaſed to attribute to me the Cauſe of that conceſlion) but were his Maje- 
tic now living » I am confident he would publiquely Cleare me in 
both theſe , as he hath bin pleated many tymcs in priuatc formerly to doe. 


And trucly I am not conſcious to my ſelfe { though I haue bin for many 
yeares a privie Counceilour ro him ) ot cucr giving him any aduice that tcn- 
ded to other End (as I conceiycd ) then the good and Peace of his Majeſtic 
and his Domintous. 


| Trhath bin rumoured, ſince my laſt impriſunament , thar 1 ſhould con- 
i fefle my {elfe, ro be the greateſt Inſtrument vader his Majeſtic ( by ma- 
| king vle of his Scotriſh great Sealc ) tor authorifing the warre in Ireland , A 
report fo falſe, and ſimple, as in my opinion, iuditious and honeſt men 
will not belecuc Fx aber as I am free from having hand thercin y in 
any maner of way , ſo, I am of nothing more confdent , then that his Maje- 
ſtic was alſo ablolutely free there of , and that he was nor in any Calc » a 
Caufcr or Countenancer, of thoſe Irith troubles. 


I haue bin often examined touching Perſons of ſeyerall quallities within 
this kingdome , that ( as is ſuppoſcd ) did invite into England the late 
Army from Scotland , or promiſed aſſiſtance aficr theire Comming , and of 
late much perfwaſion hath bin uſed wich me ro that purpoſe , as that ypon 
my difcouecric thereof depended the onely meanes of my preſcruation; 1 will 
not fay that I had any thing to reveale z which would hauce beene fatisfafto- 
ric, but this I deſire you to attcit to the world, that I hauc not accuſed, or 
' aid any thing, that may refle&t on any man, of what degree ſocuer within 
| the Kings Dominions , And indeed, it was ſo Contrarie to my Conlcience, 
and (0 derogatoric to ny honour, that if I had becne able yet 1 ſhould neucr 
haue preiudiced any in that nature , though it had becne to {auc me 
a 100. liues. 


Touching that foule , and ſencelefſc ſlander , that I betraid the Army 
ynder my Condutt , the care , and pames 1 then tooke to preuent the lofle 
of it , and the neare approach of my ſuffring for it , will I ſuppoſe abundantly 
Comradict this aſpexfion , I was latisficd with the juſtnes ang m—_—_ of 
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that engagement , ypon the Growndes of the eclaration of the Parliament 
of Scotland , fearing then , the ſad confuſions which hath ſince followed 
here , both in Church, .and State , and particularly the fatall fall of my 
Maſter y to the preſervation of whoſe Perſon, I was by obligation, and a 


naturall affeQion , as paſhonately tied, as I could be by dutic , and allea- 


Siance. 


 Andnowl confeſſe, I am yoid of all rancour, or diſpleaſure againſt any» 
though 1 am within few houres to dyc 3 adiudged by a lawleſle , and arbi- 


_trary Court of purpoſe creed ( as is ſaid”) to deſtroy my Aaſter and ſome 


of his ſeruants , and for a great part compoſed of men AMechanick , and yn- 
'fitto be Judges , my death being decreed ( right or wrong ) as is reported 
3beforc ever the tryall began , and though my death is no Icfſe then murder , 
yct1 forgiue all —_— to God to dos it,and that my blood be not laid to 
theire Charge, or to ſome powerfull , and eminent mens, whozas is thought 
ypon ſome {iniſter Ends], haue' many moneths ſuuce Contriucd my deſtruc+ 
tion , which now is ready to take eftett. 


And though I haue anſwered to that Court, in regard of the juſtnes of 
my defence » which I thought would haue waighed with them , yet I never 
thought , nor doe. I acknowledge any Iuriſdiction , or lawfull Authority 
in the ſame , not with ſtanding, I doe with all Chriſtian humility ſubmite 
ro the Puniſhment which for my other perſonall ſins » the Lord hath juſtly 


brought vpon me. 


I ſhould have ſpoken much more , yet would not haue ſaid ſo much , but 
for feare leſt cither my memorie might ſlipp it on the Scaffold, or that the 
rudenes of ſome people by noiſe or otherwiſe , might have interrupted me 
ſpeaking on this ſubje&t, Soe I thanke God , I am well prepared, God bleſſe 
you, Remember me to all my freinds. 


I know I haue beene a great ſinner , yet through faith I haue an aſſurance 
that God will forgiue me , and have mercie ypon me through the alone 
ſuffring aad interceflion of Jeſus Chriſt my Sauiour. 


A ME N. 
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